
Message from the Head
Welcome to the last edition of our newsletter for the academic year 2015/16.

It always amazes me how much the pupils and staff manage to pack into a term and
the huge range of activities that are available in which to participate: sporting,
musical, creative and cultural.

We are saying goodbye to a number of colleagues both teaching and non-teaching,
many of whom are moving onto promotion: Mrs Day, Mr S Parker, Mr A Parker  Miss
Ward, Mrs Critchlow, Miss Power, Miss McConnie, Miss Halliwell, Miss Norio, Mr
Cottrell, Mr Wood

Mrs Hamblett, Mr Mortimer and Mrs Preston will be retiring and we wish them every
good health and happiness as well as thanking them for the dedication they have
shown towards the Parklands community during their careers here.

Have a wonderful Summer and thank you parents/carers for the tremendous support
you have given the school over the past academic year.

Mrs C Hollister, Headteacher
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Year 6 Induction Day
On Wednesday the 6th July we
welcomed 225 new and excited
pupils. They met their new Form
Tutors and even got a special
showing of ‘We Will Rock You’. We
look forward to getting to know
them better in September!

 Mrs S Haslam

Don’t panic - it’s not part of
the uniform! Year 7 Island project for Learning Challenge Week - more photos inside ….



For the band, and the lead vocalists, work started after Easter, learning 24 classic Queen
songs. They had a lot to live up to but they all worked their socks off for twelve weeks
including half term to be ready for the production. In addition to this, the band were busy
preparing for the Summer Concert, so they certainly had their work cut out. Directed by
Mr Willsher and Mr Penketh, the band learned to play classics such as ‘We Are The
Champions’,and ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’, which wasn't easy but they certainly would have
done Queen proud. For our lead roles, Lucy, Aedan, Emily, Charlie, Tamia, Ellie and
Jonathan the pressure was on to pull off some of Freddie Mercury's iconic songs so they
spent lunchtimes and hours after school rehearsing with Mr Willsher and Mr Penketh.

When it came to the soundcheck, Ms Slater was assisted by Theo Tighe, Morgan
Bretherton and James Nixon, setting up miles and miles of cables and 32 microphones
dotted about all over the stage to capture the very best sound, equivalent to Adele's set
at Glastonbury.

"It's the biggest production we have ever worked on in terms of music and sound but the
students have certainly risen to the occasion and have worked so hard to produce such
a professional show. They all enjoyed themselves thoroughly and for many this was their
first performance on stage so it was a huge step for them."

Mr Willsher

On Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th and Friday 8th of July 2016 Parklands was rocking with
performances of the Queen musical 'We Will Rock You'.

Over 70 pupils were involved in the performance and staging of this massive West End
hit musical. Pupils from all year groups, 7 to 10, took major roles, many for the first time,
showing that Parklands has a very talented range of pupils who are willing to work together
towards a common goal.

Students acted, sang, danced and played musical instruments. In addition to this we had
student choreographers, digital ambassadors, crew and technicians. This show brought
together many fields of expertise. One audience member remarked, 'I have never seen
so many different elements together in a school show!'  We also had a good balance of
genders with nearly as many boys taking part as girls, a show about rebellion obviously
appealed to them!

Audience members were enthusiastic about the show:

'I couldn't stop tapping my feet!', 'I wanted to jump up and join in!', 'I couldn't believe the
quality of talent, the leading lady was amazing!' and 'The multi-media element really
showcased what the school has to offer'.

Mrs Gray, director, said, 'I am so happy that my first major show here at Parklands has
been so successful. The number and range of pupils taking part in a variety of disciplines
is something the pupils will look back on and be extremely proud of. It has been an honour
and a pleasure to work with so many hugely talented pupils and staff to create this piece
of work.'



PHS Mucky Pups get down and dirty!
On Saturday 18th June, a team of our lovely ladies from the school office: Mrs
Calvert, Mrs Eaton, Mrs Coyle, Mrs Elliot and Mrs Fish, took part in a Pretty Muddy
Challenge to raise money for Cancer Research UK.

What started off as a passing suggestion soon took off and before they knew it they
were scrambling, slipping and slithering their way over muddy obstacles with names
like ‘down and dirty’, ‘light at the end of the tunnel’ and ‘vertigo’ around a 5
kilometer course in Preston’s Avenham Park, complete with a support team of Mrs
Dean and Mrs Coulson to provide wet wipes and champagne at the end and of
course, Mucky Pup, our mascot!!

‘’There’s something really fun about abandoning the rule that says splashing in
puddles is not appropriate for anyone over the age of five, and just getting stuck in
and getting dirty instead. And the best thing is that it’s for such a good cause!  We’ve
all been touched by this horrible disease in one way or another and through
sponsorship from friends and family we have managed to raise over £400, so a big
thank you to everyone who supported our efforts.

We had such a good time, we’re looking for our next challenge now – preferably
with more mud!!!’’

Apprenticeship Success!
Earlier in the year, we had a visit from Steve Hitchen, Managing Director of local hire
company One Stop Hire, talking about the apprenticeship opportunities available in
the hire industry. It was very well attended, showing how many pupils appreciate the
benefits of undertaking an apprenticeship. A number of pupils submitted CVs and
were invited to attend an interview at the Wrightington depot.

Pictured above are the three successful apprentices! They will attend Myerscough
College to gain their qualification. Over the 3 years the apprentices will work on small
plant and tools and learn skills on Electrical, Diesel, Petrol and Hydraulic engines and
motors. It is a fully accredited CITB qualification to NVQ level 3 standard. This is
equivalent to A Levels, but the difference is that they are earning while they are
learning!

A big thank you to Steve for all his support - and good luck to our pupils in their new
jobs.

For any further information about apprenticeships, please see Miss Berry (top office).

Jack, Lewis and Jake - ready to start work!



ASIA House News
As this academic year draws to a close I would like to seize the opportunity and thank
all of (pupils and staff) Asia house for a wonderfully eventful year. This is my first year
as Head of Asia House and I am intent on ensuring that we become the best and most
successful house in the school with an ethos based around hard work, perseverance,
resilience and also fun. Each of the students in Asia house contribute to our success
and by working together we are able to achieve a greater outcome collectively.

As we usher in our wonderful new heads of house, Jessica Edwards and Lewis Reilly
we must remember the outstanding effort that Emily Brown and Awni Elhalhuli
displayed as our previous SSLT’s. I’m sure that Jess and Lewis will do a great job and
that Tiana Fear as the pathway leader for ‘Wider School Life’ is the perfect person to
bring more opportunities to our school community.

It has become very apparent to me over the past year that Asia House contains some
extremely talented students. I would like to congratulate Caitlin Caldwell for
competing in the Gymnastic World Championship held in Florida just a couple of
weeks ago. She achieved a silver medal in one of her disciplines which I’m sure you’ll
agree is an amazing accomplishment. Caitlin has also ensured that her academic effort
hasn’t been affected by her sporting responsibilities as she has had a perfect 3 for her
Behaviour For Learning report, well done Caitlin!

Sports day was a huge success for Asia House as our wealth of talent shone through
on the day.  I feel that it is important to mention how proud I am of the Asia students
that then went on to represent Parklands at Robin Park, notably Luke Chambers (800
meters) and Courtney Woodhead (800 meters) who came first in their races.

Aside from sport I would like to mention that Aedan and Shea Duckworth starred in
a  successful series on Sky 1 called ‘The Five’ by writer Harlan Coben. Anyone who
saw the series would agree that it was excellent and that these students are very
talented actors.

Many thanks to all the students that helped out at the year 6 transition evening and
concurrently the year 6 induction day. Your efforts were highly commendable and
you all truly made our prospective members of the house feel welcome and supported.

When new year 7 students start in September we are in the unfortunate situation of
having to say goodbye to our year 11’s who have completed their GCSE’s and are now
on their way to college or apprenticeships. It fills me with pride to know that they
have grown into successful, resilient and well rounded students (in most cases!) and
I will look forward to sharing their academic success on results day in August.

In conclusion to this year I wish all of Asia House a wonderfully restful and safe summer
break, you’ve certainly earned it! You’re an absolute pleasure to work with and all
your efforts, no matter how big or small, will never go unacknowledged.

AUSTRALASIA House News
As another year draws to a close, I must again thank all those students who have
given 100% to the house. Goodbye Y11’s we will miss you, good luck for results day
and your future endeavours. Hello Y6’s, you made a very positive impression at the
taster day at the beginning of this month. I look forward to getting to know you all
much better in September.

Well done to all who have gained Prefect status and a massive well done to those
Y10’s who succeeded in gaining SSLT positions: Vinnie Wardale and Emily Atack for
Sports Captain, Emily Borer, Pathway Leader and Madison Verrechia and Rebecca
Weaver who are Australasia’s Heads of House.

We are, as usual, in the midst of a fun packed and hectic last half term. Thanks to all
those who competed for Australasia in Sports Day. It was a fantastic day and we
came a respectable third, so well done!

Successes out of school this term include Elsa Miller, who has been triumphant in
the event of the Duathlon. Also Sam Wood is one of only two boys in the school who
has been selected for trials with Lancashire School’s Football this summer - good
luck Sam!

A big welcome to Mrs Weldon who joined us this term as New Zealand form tutor.

However sadly, we have to say goodbye to Mrs Preston and Mr Parker who are
leaving the team this summer. Thank you for your support, it has been much
appreciated and you will be truly missed. Australasia, keep up the good work and
have a fantastic summer. I will see you all refreshed and ready for action in September.

Mrs Dewhurst (Proud Australasia Hal)

Careers Update
Year 11s took part in lots of activities designed to prepare them for making the right
choice: assemblies from all the local colleges, apprenticeship talks, mock interviews,
employment sessions with Hays Recruitment, sessions from Fairpoint (advice on
avoiding debt), as well as numerous lunchtime drop in sessions from colleges, armed
forces and apprenticeship providers. Our careers fair featured over 60 exhibitors:
colleges, universities, training providers, employers … the biggest and best so far!
Finally, there were one to one interviews and CV/application form sessions with
Miss Berry, for anyone who wanted to take up the offer. This will of course all take
place again next year for the Year 10s going into Year 11 - I would advise all pupils
to check their school emails regularly for updates and notifications.

Miss Berry



South America
South America House has continued to go from strength to strength as the year has
progressed. We have appointed a further 12 South American prefects, and a big
congratulations to Ella Lawler, Casey Scott and Thomas Jackson for their appointment
to the Senior Student Leadership Team for South America.  The head boy this year is
also a fellow South American; well-done Daanish, keep up the good work!

It’s been a busy summer term, which has seen us showcase some amazing sports men
and women on our annual sports day. It was admirable to see how many pupils went
above and beyond that day, entering numerous events, some in events that they
weren’t particularly strong in, showing their commitment to the wider school life.

It was also nice and refreshing to see so many enthusiastic year 6s that spent the day
with us during their induction. I was particularly impressed with the skills that they
showed during the house competition, with them making the floor shuffle relay look
like they’d been practising for months!

With the excitement of the new intake we have also had the sad task of saying the
final goodbye to the year 11s. They have matured into exceptional young adults, and
I wish them every success as they embark on the next stage of their journey, wherever
it may take them. Another sad goodbye is to Miss Power, Paraguay form tutor, who
is moving onto pastures new.

Finally, thank you South America House, I do believe that we are the friendliest, most
competitive and fun house in school (I know I’m biased!) Have a safe and fun summer,
and I look forward to welcoming you all back in September

Miss K Burrill

Attendance
Parklands pupils continue to exceed government expectations for attendance. Nearly 60
pupils have 100% attendance, and have not missed a single day since September. All
pupils with 100% attendance and no behaviour issues were also rewarded with a private
and exclusive screening of one of the England games. Whilst it may not have been the
best overall outcome for England, the pupils invited enjoyed the afternoon.
Those year 7 pupils with 100% attendance at the end of term will also receive a badge
and will be entered into a prize draw to recognise their achievements. All other year
groups with 100% attendance are entered into the draw, which will take place on the last
day of term.
Finally, I would like to commend all of those pupils with 100% attendance, as they are
setting the standard for all other pupils to aspire towards, and I look forward to welcoming
pupils back to school on 1st September 2016, setting themselves a personal target to be
in school every day.

Miss K Burrill



AFRICA House News
Hello from Africa House!  We’ve had the pleasure of announcing our new prefects
and our Senior Student Leaders this term and  I am really proud that we have six in
total this year! Ellie Ridley is the new Head Girl, Jodie Lee Moss and Alex Cheetham
have been chosen as Sports Captains. Conan Liptrott is working on the Teaching and
Learning Pathway and our Heads of House are Sam Moore and Rohan Kumar. We are
expecting great things from them, so no pressure!

We had a fantastic result on Sports Day, winning 3 out of 4 of the year groups, this is
the second year running that we have triumphed and I would like to thank all of the
participants for their fantastic efforts. As a team we are something to be reckoned
with and it would be fantastic if we could make it a double this year!

Mr A Parker will be moving on to pastures new in September, so we wish him well.
He will be replaced by Miss Farrell and the Seychelles will have Miss Patel as their
new form tutor.

As some of you may already be aware from September I will no longer be the House
Achievement Leader for Africa, my replacement is Mr A Swift.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and the pupils of Africa House
for their support over the last few years. I am hoping that my new role at Parklands
as House Standards, Support and Welfare Manager will give me as much enjoyment!

Have a safe and enjoyable summer!
Mrs S Haslam

Chorley in Bloom
As part of our ongoing project in Year 8 Connect, our pupils have been supporting this
year’s Chorley in Bloom bid. Putting into practice all of the things that they have learnt
over this year, our pupils are giving something back to the Community by planting up an
edible garden on the piazza at Union Street. This project has involved pupils planting
seeds and growing seedlings to adolescence. Last month, we were finally able to plant
our edible feast into the beds in Chorley town centre. So next time you’re passing up
Union Street, grab yourself a free salad courtesy of Parklands and Chorley in Bloom!



EUROPE House News
Another very busy and exciting year for Europe House. Europe has maintained a high
attendance record, and I would like to thank everyone in Europe House for their efforts
especially the following 14 pupils who have maintained 100% attendance.
Congratulations and well done to:

Lucy Douglass
Alex Evans
Holly Fairhurst
James Fairhurst
Lewis Hartley
Georgina Haydock
Robert Healless
Elliot Mackrael
Charlie Martin
Alex Perry
Lillie Pilkington
Katie Platt
Aaron Simons
Dane Westwood

I would like to say congratulations to all the year 9 and 10 students who were awarded
prefect status, and a special congratulations to Katy Hempson and James Fairhurst
for being awarded Heads of Europe House. I am looking forward to working with you
both and to an exciting year ahead.

I would also like to take this opportunity to say goodbye and thank you to the following
form tutors: Mr Wood, Mrs Critchlow and Miss McConnie. You have been fantastic
form tutors and will all be missed. That said I would like to welcome Miss Cree, Miss
Hummerston and Mr Dhakai to the Europe team, I’m sure you will all fit right in.

I enjoyed the year 6 Induction day, and I hope they did too, they were certainly a lively
bunch and I look forward to them starting with us next year.

We unfortunately didn't do very well in this year's sports day, but we have taken on
every other House competition with enthusiasm and vigour, and I am very pleased
to say that Europe house is still fighting for top spot in the House Competition. Could
this be our year?? I hope so, come on Europe !!!

I wish you all a restful summer, and hope you come back refreshed and ready for
another year

Mrs Fox

Spanish visit to Parklands
In March this year, 32 Spanish pupils from our penpal school in Argentona visited
Parklands High School. Argentona is a town near Barcelona in Catalonia.

The pupils, aged between 16 and 17, were visiting England to practice their English
which they study at school. In addition to visiting Parklands, they also visited the
University of Central Lancashire, Newman College, the Trafford Centre and Old
Trafford. Parklands was their destination before getting on the plane back to Spain.

To make the most of the visit, we organised a timetable for the pupils to allow them
to get a true experience of life in an English school. Our Year 9s that study Spanish
first met the Spanish pupils for a breakfast together and listened to the presentations
in Spanish about their school and culture in Argentona.

They also had a true experience of life as a Parklands pupil as they got a special
performance from the pupils in our “Best of British” dance and song production. The
Spanish pupils were absolutely blown away by the talent of our pupils.

Each Spanish student was then buddied with an English student from Year 9 and 10
Spanish classes who took them to their timetabled lesson. The Spanish pupils got
involved in the lesson and were able to draw immediate contrasts between the
Spanish and English education systems. It was great for our pupils to see the Spanish
language in action!

The Spanish pupils said that Parklands was the highlight of their trip and wouldn’t
leave if they didn’t have to! However, they said they definitely would need a longer
lunch hour with time for a quick siesta...



‘The Summer Concert’ took place this year on Thursday 30th June and again featured
musicians from all of the Music Department ensembles. A packed audience enjoyed
performances from The Orchestra, Jazz Band, Staff Choir, Senior Vocal Ensembles, The
Leftovers, the String Ensemble, and Saxophone Ensemble and were treated to a wide
repertoire including film music from ‘Star Wars’, ‘Jurassic Park’ and ‘E.T.’ to violin duets
to vocal solos from various musicals. We also featured two surprise groups from classes
in Year 8 and Year 9 with brilliant performances of ‘Valerie’ and ‘Safe and Sound’ which
were met with rapturous applause.

Once again we invited all Year 6 musicians to perform with the orchestra on their
instrument, or join our existing vocalists to form a unique choir for the evening. After only
two rehearsals with The Orchestra and Choir, Year 6 students performed ‘The Theme from
Wallace and Gromit’ and ‘I’m a Believer’, ‘Wake Me Up’ and Budapest’.

Refreshments for this year’s concert were provided by a very talented and hardworking
group of Year 9 and 10 catering students, under the guidance of Miss Flight, which were
very popular with the audience. We also invited residents from local care homes who
thoroughly enjoyed the vast range of talent from students at Parklands.

Unfortunately the Summer Concert always has a tinge of sadness as we say goodbye to
our extremely dedicated and outstanding Year 11 musicians Pip Climpson and Freya Clack,
and singers Emily Oddy and Holly Bretherton. We will miss them and wish them all well
in the future. They have certainly set the standard for our younger and future musicians.

Mr Willsher

Our year 7 and 8 After School Club pupils recently attended a dance and drama workshop
at Chorley Little Theatre.  The workshop was based on Roald Dahl's 'Matilda' as pupils
have been reading the book at club.  This was an opportunity to help bring the book to
life as well as giving pupils the chance to perform on the stage at their local theatre.

Before the workshop began, pupils were treated to a guided tour of the theatre, including
the dressing rooms, back stage and the props/wardrobe department - the Harry Potter
glasses went down particularly well!  During the drama element of the workshop, pupils
had to act out different characters from 'Matilda' - there were some very convincing Miss
Trunchbulls!

Finally, the pupils were fortunate enough to have a local award winning choreographer
teach them a dance to one of the songs from 'Matilda the Musical'.  It was amazing to
see how quickly the pupils picked up the routine and the choreographer said how
impressed she was with them all.  So a very big 'well done' to all the pupils involved and
for your input and enthusiasm at the after school club all year through.

Mrs de Bruyn



I’m an engineer- get me out of here!
7YRW have enjoyed taking part in the ‘I’m an engineer- get me out of here’ activity
this term. The activity runs three times a year and is designed to allow pupils to gain
a greater insight in to what an engineer does, how to become an engineer and learn
generally what life is like in the work force.

The pupils were entered in to the environment zone, and there were five engineers
in this zone who were all competing for a chance to win £500 to invest in STEM
activities for pupils. The pupils spent a lesson learning about the engineers from their
profiles and the class quickly decided on who their favourites were!

The pupils then had the chance to take part in a live web chat with the engineers,
and they were lucky enough to chat with four of the engineers. The pupils had
pre-prepared questions to ask them, and they loved speaking to the engineers and
receiving answers to their questions. They found the experience really informative
and have said that they would like to take part in the activity again. The pupils were
then able to vote for their favourite engineer, and they were very pleased that one
of their favourites won!

Mrs R Ferguson

Faraday Challenge
In June, twelve Year 7 pupils attended a Faraday Challenge which was held at UCLAN.
This year’s challenge involved using the BBC Microbits to design a device that would
make their lives better. The pupils who attended formed two teams and both teams
performed extremely well and were a credit to Parklands. The teams performed so
well, that one of the groups from Parklands won the challenge overall. The pupils were
awarded with a trophy, an Amazon voucher and a Microbit watch each. Well done
Year 7!

Ready Steady Food Science
‘Science Chef’ Simon Watt visited our Year 7, 8 and GCSE Catering pupils to deliver a show
during which he took up the challenge of cooking a meal using ingredients selected by
his audience, while simultaneously trying to tackle the science behind cooking. We all
watched as he whipped up something delicious, while touching on subjects ranging from
the science of his ingredients, nutrition and the psychology of taste.

Mrs Brookes



Girls Football Success
It has been another really successful season
for all our girls’ football teams. We have
entered numerous tournaments and fixtures,
represented Preston North End, and claimed
the district trophy for the third year in a row.
The girls have been dedicated and we also got
to welcome a lot of new players to the game.
Our county teams got through to the semi-
finals of the Lancashire Cup which is a fantastic
achievement. Next year we will enter the
tournaments again and hope for another
successful year for girls football at Parklands.

Girls Active
Alex Parry and I were chosen to represent Parklands at the conference for the Girls
Active campaign. As soon as we got to the South Ribble tennis centre we were
welcomed warmly and the day began. We were lucky enough to spend the first half
of the day with Rachel Brown - the former women’s England goal keeper. We started
off with a few communication games to warm us all up and quickly got into the
presentation Rachel had prepared. Her presentation consisted of what she herself
had to go through to get to where she is now in her life and how we can apply that
in our own futures.

After the presentation had finished Rachel lead a short, basic goal keeping session,
which was completely different to anything I had done before and this made it
extremely fun and challenging at the same time. The second half of the day consisted
of a short talk on what the Girls Active campaign is and then we began to think of
our own ideas on how we can involve more girls in sport. At the end all the schools
came together and put forward all of our ideas. The ideas ranged from the
PE curriculum itself to the clothes that you can wear. All were written down into a
list so that they can be incorporated into the course that we will start in September
to get the Girls Active campaign underway at Parklands.

Both Alex and I wish that the girls in school got more involved within sport and enjoy
our PE lessons a lot more and with this campaign these aspirations should easily be
fulfilled.

Kaya Scott, Year 9

Lancashire School Games
On Tuesday 5th July, I was excited to take some of our
teams to represent Chorley in the Lancashire School
Games. This is the biggest school competition and was
held in Blackpool on a lovely sunny day. Parklands took
teams in the duathlon event and rounders; our
duathlon team had a fantastic competition placing in
all their events. The year 9 rounders team got to the
semi-finals of the plate competition before being
knocked out. The school dance team also performed
at the opening and closing ceremony. A fantastic day
and we hope we can take even more pupils next year!



In the Heights
During half term, on the 2nd June 2016, Miss Greaves, Miss Marr and twelve very excited
students headed to London to watch a performance of ‘In the Heights’, the Tony award
winning musical that landed at Kings Cross Theatre. As well as this students spent two
days shopping in Oxford Road and Covent Garden. After the show we all met the stars
that had performed for us. Pictures on @PHSPE twitter. ‘In the Heights’ has to be one of
my favourite trips I have been on with Parklands. The pupils and staff that went made it
enjoyable over the two days we stayed in London for, and that made the whole experience
better. However the best thing about the trip was the show, ‘In the heights’ - it was
hilarious and sad, but everyone by the end of the trip knew all the songs to the musical!
As well as this because of our teachers, we got to meet some of the cast involved in the
performance! They were all lovely and talked about how they got to where they are today,
which was interesting for most of us to hear as the majority of us are  interested
in the performing arts. Overall the trip was amazing; every one of us loved it and wanted
to watch it again. I’m sure every person that went will go on the next musical trip
Parklands provides us with!

Emily Sofield, Year 9

I have always wanted to see ‘In the Heights’ so when the opportunity arose I was incredibly
excited! Not only did we get to watch the show, we also had the chance to meet some of
the cast members!  This  was one of the most  amazing opportunities as they told us
about how they got to where they are now. I thoroughly enjoyed listening as I would like
to pursue a similar career, therefore, I found it very beneficial! We also had time to go
shopping on both days which gave us time to explore London and gave us some free
time. Both the staff and the other pupils that accompanied me on the trip made the whole
experience entertaining and enjoyable! ‘In the Heights’ will definitely remain as one of
the best musicals I have seen and I would love to go on this trip again!

Caitlin Bamber, Year 10

It was a glorious day for walking with our 20 Duke of
Edinburgh Pupils who headed to Clitheroe for their Practice
Expedition. They had the opportunity to practise their map
reading skills and team work before setting up camp,
cooking their tea and bonding as a group. On Saturday 2nd
July the same group set off on their qualifying expedition -
the weather was dry but not as hot meaning great walking
conditions. All groups were successful and so long as they
complete their presentations will gain the Bronze award.
Hopefully pupils will move on to the Silver at college. If you
are interested in taking part in Duke of Edinburgh next year
you can speak to Miss Greaves in PE.

It was a great end to the season for the Year
7 football team as they won the Chorley Cup
beating St Michael’s 3-1 in the final. It was a
great team display that was topped off with
superb goals from Connor, Vaughn and Oliver.
Further to that the boys also won a district 5
a side tournament at UCLAN Sports Arena
which was a great achievement where they
beat Garstang 6-2 in the final.

Duke of Edinburgh

Year 7 Football - Chorley Cup Winners



Gymnastics Success
Our gymnastics team entered the district
competition with many of our girls coming
home with medals in all categories!

The highlight was winning bronze, silver and
gold in the advanced vault! Well done girls!

Miss Greaves

Year 7 Science Club
This term the Year 7 Science club took a break from building rockets and attended
the Lancashire Science Festival which was held at UCLAN. Whilst there, the pupils
attended the show floor and watched a show called Defying Gravity which
demonstrated lots of stunts performed by BMX riders and free runners. They also
watched a show called The Human Guinea Pig which explored the different ways we
can test how well our bodies work, such as using cameras to view the retina and
ultrasound to monitor how well the heart is working. Lauren Pykett was lucky enough
to be chosen to take part in the show, and she had to use a spirometer to measure
how much air she could exhale from her lungs. Below she reflects upon her
experience at the festival:

“I really enjoyed the festival at UCLAN, it was lots of fun! There were loads of
opportunities to get involved and take part. I quite enjoyed watching the Defying
Gravity show, it was cool!

The thing I enjoyed most was taking part in all the activities on the show floor like
using machines to try and solve a jigsaw and the Van der Graaf generator which made
my hair stand on end. There were lots of opportunities and I really enjoyed going. I
also enjoyed taking part in the show and found it really interesting to learn all about
the doctors’ jobs. I would recommend the festival and would go again!”

Katie Hewison Experience
and the District Duathlon

Katie Hewison former world
champion and GB duathlon and
triathlon athlete, came to Parklands
to give some students an experience
of the Duathlon event - a fantastic
experience for all involved. This led
nicely on to The Duathlon Event
where many of our pupils took part,
winning the School Team event
(again) meaning they get to go on to
the Lancashire Youth Games in July!

St George’s Park - Year 7
National 5 a Side Tournament

Due to the football team’s superb
regional success they qualified for a
National Tournament at England’s new
training ground St George’s Park. The
competition was a very high level and
the pupils did superbly, winning 5 of
their 7 group games.
Unfortunately they got knocked out on
goal difference but showed great team
spirit and also enjoyed the tour of the
training facilities that Roy Hodgson uses to train the England team.



News from the Eco Team
During the Spring term pupils in the Eco-Ambassador team planted the allotment
area by the front of the social area. Pupils have since seen the vegetables grow and
we have now dug up the fresh vegetables and they have been able to be utilised in
the school cooking rooms in Food Technology. On top of this pupils also took the
opportunity to express their opinions on Healthy Living in school during a recent
assembly. We hope pupils have taken heed of their advice to start to consciously
pick healthier alternatives when eating their lunch in the cafeteria.

Next year we hope to gain more Ambassadors with plenty of new applications already
coming through. Next year is an important year for the Eco-Ambassadors as we work
towards resecuring the ‘Green Flag’ status of the school.

If you are interested in becoming an Eco-Ambassador please speak to any
ambassadors in your forms or speak to myself down in S15.

Mr Needham

Astronomy Club
This term, the Astronomy Club has been carrying out an extended project looking at
the next stage of space exploration, particularly focussed on Mars. After researching
the planet and considering the different environments that a human mission would
encounter, pupils were treated to a guest lecture by Dr Joanne Pledger from UCLAN.
Dr Pledger was able to talk about what was happening in our space programmes today,
as well as the future prospects for budding space explorers like our pupils.

In May, our Astronomy club also hosted a viewing of the Transit of Mercury. With help
from volunteers in Euxtronomy (www.euxtronomy.blogspot.co.uk), pupils were able
to view Mercury silhouetted against the face of our Sun. This is a rare occurrence in
itself but we were helped by even rarer clear skies!

Special thanks go to Oliver Partridge in Year 7 for the use of his telescope on the day.

Curiosity Rover



LEARNING MENTOR
I would like to take the opportunity to thank our Learning mentor, Everton Williams from
SkillForce, who has worked with our pupils over the last four years. He has provided
support, strategies and advice to help with pupils with their self- esteem and confidence,
dealing with their emotions and provided strategies and advice with their learning and
revision skills, to help get them back on track. He will be having a short break from us so
will not be returning in September but we are looking to having a new mentor in school
to help support our pupils.

SCHOOL NURSE DROP-IN
This year our school nurse Charlotte Beline has been as busy as ever in her weekly drop-in
service in school. The school health team has provided us with this invaluable resource
for young people to access who have shared their problems or worries in regards to their
personal physical and mental health. She has been able to offer advice and strategies to
help them or signpost them to agencies who can offer and extend their support. An
initiative has been launched this year for pupils to be able to text (available for 11-19
years) and this allows them to have contact and be provided with advice on any issues
ranging from relationships, drugs, mental health, smoking, bullying, alcohol or self-
esteem. The number is 07507 330510 to allow them to access someone for friendly,
confidential advice.

TALL PROGRAMME
This year eight year 9 pupils have been on the Targeted Active Lifestyle Learning
Leadership programme run by Chorley School’s Sports Partnership (CSSP). They have
been on the course for 16 weeks and have led sporting activities with primary schools
in Chorley. They have also completed team-building exercises and completed their Sports
Leader UK Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership booklets for which they received a
certificate of completion. Following this course, they have attended the Sports
Celebration Award evening held at Chorley Town Hall and were all awarded a certificate
from CSSP as well as their Leadership certificate. Nominee for Student of the Programme
went to Jess Ferguson, Nominee for Most Improved Student went to Tom Cooper and
the winner of Leader of the Programme went to Ella Bluestone. A big well done to all
our students who took part: Drew Bickerstaffe, Connor Norris, Tom Cooper, Jake Hall,
Ella Bluestone, Jess Ferguson, Millie Kay and Elle Baker in the completion of this fantastic
leadership programme.

Mrs Fairhurst
Safeguarding and Intervention

Digital Ambassadors Competition
The Digital Ambassadors have been busy in the last half term, working on producing
a digital competition for the whole school to get involved with. The final idea was
for each form to come up with an idea for a new app which would help to solve a
problem or aid them in some way in their daily life. Each form spent some time
generating ideas and submitted their best 2 designs to the Digital Ambassadors to
look at. There were over one hundred designs entered and many were fantastic.
Towards the end of the summer term, the team will be whittling down the entries
to find the winning design, which will hopefully be created next year. Well done to
all pupils who worked hard on designing an app; the winner will be announced soon!

Please note that the 2 areas designated
as carparks at Parklands High School are
for staff use only.
They are Out of Bounds for all pupils
including before school, during break and
lunchtime and at home time.
Due to the large number of pupils we have
here at Parklands, who arrive and leave
school at the same time and in order to
ensure their safety and wellbeing  please
may we politely request that parents and
carers do not enter the Staff Carparks to
drop off or pick up pupils.

Sent in by the mum of an ex-pupil.
Congratulations Thorren!



SECURE
Personal, Social, Health Education
This year, during SECURE lessons, all students have followed three main themes which
have been introduced through assemblies, drama productions and form-time activities.

E-SAFETY: which looked at the law introduced around sexting, indecent images and
distribution; cyber-bullying through social media, advice on safeguarding on social media
sites and the Breck Bednar story which looked at how a young boy was groomed through
gaming sites with his friends.

CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION (CSE): which looked at healthy and unhealthy relationships;
the dangers of alcohol and drug misuse; pressures and potential harassment in becoming
involved in a sexual relationship, and grooming - how this impacts on the young person,
their family and friends.

Years 8 -11 watched the drama production “Chelsea’s Choice”, based on a true story of
Chelsea who was groomed and exploited at a young age. Parents were also given the
opportunity to attend the evening performance of the production in school and some of
our Year 7 pupils attended with them.

MENTAL HEALTH: every year we support the Time to Talk, Time to Change campaign and
the school is an ambassador of this programme around Mental Health and Well-Being.
Pupils learned just how vast a topic mental health is and just how it has affected most
people who they know to have struggled with depression, eating orders, anger and anxiety
and these were discussed openly in form. They looked at some high profile “celebrities”
from film, politics, music, news and sport who have openly discussed their struggles with
mental health. A production from our Year 11 GCSE Drama group was watched to help
embed some of the issues we had discussed and parents, again, were invited to attend
an evening performance. Pupils were invited to complete a “stress bucket”, a self-
monitoring booklet to manage their own every day “stresses”.

Pupils were then asked to review the themes covered in this year’s SECURE and to list
what they had learned, found the most interesting and which topics they would like to
have covered next academic year. The list was varied; from sex education and healthy
relationships, life-skills (banking, budgeting, living on your own – including how to iron!)
politics, first-aid, and LGBT. The main 3 topics that came out on top were addictions
(smoking, alcohol, drug misuse), careers (business, college/university choices and courses,
preparation for interviews, life after school) and terrorism (What is the ISIS crisis? Why is
it happening, how does it affect us and our country?)

Thank you to all 631 who responded and completed the review. I read every single one
and will discuss all your suggestions and thoughts for future lessons in RESPECT and
SECURE with Miss Fowler and Mrs Aspinall, in order to provide an informative and varied
theme that will educate, invite discussion and food for thought.

Mrs Fairhurst
Safeguarding and Intervention Manager

Lancashire Lighting T20 Game and Tour
We took 14 Year 7 pupils to a Lancashire Lighting T20 cricket game at Old Trafford earlier
this term and it was a superb experience. The pupils got a tour of the ground and facilities
and also got to see what it would be like to work in the press as either a writer or
commentator. The pupils also bumped into and got a picture with Tom Smith who is a
former Parklands pupil and Lancashire cricketer. After the tour they did some numeracy
and literacy based cricket activities and then enjoyed the fanzone where Tom Watson
somehow luckily bowled faster than me in the nets which he has not stopped talking
about since. Then it was on to the game which was superb except the result where Durham
beat Lancashire convincingly.

Year 8 Cricket Team
The Year 8 Cricket team are currently unbeaten this season after three dominating
performances in the Lancashire Cup. They have only lost 3 wickets in total in 3 games and
are looking very strong as they go into the Quarter Finals against Merchant Taylor’s. The
PE Department and school wish the boys luck in this competition and hope they continue
their fine form.

Mr G Metcalf



Modern Foreign Language Family Learning Scheme
The MFL Family Learning Scheme has been running since January of this year and
recently, we opened this up to parents and carers of our Parklands pupils in year 8,
as well as year 7.

In this most recent term, the MFL Family Learning Scheme has been running sessions
on Thursday evenings which look at a different language and culture each week.
Most of these sessions have been run by Miss Cosgrove and Mrs Wilkinson but our
Japanese session was run by 2 of our students. Katy and Emily who are in year 10
have been teaching themselves Japanese since they started at the Japanese club
here at Parklands. They gave us an incredibly entertaining session, helping us getting
our mouths around some tricky pronunciation but also giving us a brilliant insight
into the culture of the country. Katy and Emily explained to us that they had
continued to learn Japanese on the internet, using YouTube as an excellent resource.
Their story has really inspired some of our younger pupils to give language learning
on the internet a go!

Some of the languages we have studied have been:

Japanese - Italian - Portuguese

French - Spanish - German

The sessions have been a
continued success and all the
pupils are so proud of what they
have achieved so far. We will
continue this next year and we
hope to look at other languages
and cultures and we’d love to get
more of our students involved as
leaders and helpers of the
sessions.

If you read this and you think
you’d like to get involved in this
wonderful opportunity to do
something different next year,
then please get in contact with us
at:

bcosgrove@parklandsacademy.co.uk

rwilkinson@parklandsacademy.co.uk.

Miss Cosgrove and Mrs Wilkinson

London Trip, April 2016
On arrival in London we checked in to our hotel, before heading
out for a tour around London, where we saw the London Eye, the
Thames, Big Ben and the rather busy streets of London. After a long
day of travelling we went to the famous Hard Rock Café, which we
all very much enjoyed. We were then given the opportunity to look
in the gift store and have a tour of The Vault, which included many
valuable pieces of memorabilia, for example: Elvis Presley’s coat
and guitars belonging to Jimi Hendrix, Kurt Cobain and David Bowie.
After buying our Hard Rock Café hoodies and souvenirs, we walked
through Green Park and passed Buckingham Palace as we made
our way to the Apollo Victoria Theatre to watch ‘Wicked’ (which I
was most excited about!) It’s one of the most popular West End
musicals and the story was filled with suspense, comedy,
heartbreak and was thoroughly magical. After a wonderful evening
at the theatre, we made our way back to the hotel.
We woke up to the sun shining and the view of Wembley Stadium
right outside our windows, ate our full English breakfast (which by
the way was yummy) and then set off for our visit to the Globe
Theatre. The theatre had a magical atmosphere and it recreates
what it would have been like back in Shakespeare’s time, with the
wooden benches, the open roof and the Pit where you can stand
to watch the performances. Our tour guide was also really
interesting and entertaining, and was very knowledgeable so we
also learnt quite a lot about the theatre at the same time as
enjoying the beauty of it.
For many, the Harry Potter Studios was the biggest excitement of
all and this was our final visit in Watford before heading home. I’ve
never watched Harry Potter, nor have I read any of the books, but
I absolutely loved it! We were free to wander around the studios and look at the most iconic
props, costumes and sets used in the Harry Potter films. Privet Drive was really great and you
were able to try butterbeer and fly a broomstick as well as walking through the Hogwarts
Express, allowing you to get a feel of what the train was like inside and this was really cool;
overall the whole experience really was amazing!

Issy Hitchen Yr10



International Schools Award
Charity work in Kenya, Skype calls with India and Russia, Pen pal
letters with European countries, Foreign Language clubs, MFL
Family Learning Scheme and various trips abroad…
These are just some of the fantastic international activities we have seen happen at
Parklands during this academic year!
This year, our school has been working towards applying for the International Schools
Award from the British Council. This award would showcase all of the hard work we have
put in to staging international events and activities over this past year at our school.
Our teachers have been going out of their way to think up, create and put on different
activities that teach pupils about life outside of the town or country we live in. It is
extremely important for us as a school that all pupils get a well-rounded education and
this includes learning things outside of the traditional curriculum that complement all the
subjects we study here. Learning about other cultures and ways of life teaches pupils
tolerance and a true understanding of how diverse our society is. We are committed to
teaching pupils how to become global citizens in our multi-cultural world.
Next year, we will continue to broaden our already impressive range of extra-curricular
visits and activities, with ever-widening opportunities to explore other languages,
countries and cultures.
We will find out if we’ve won the award during the summer holidays, so, keep your fingers
crossed for us and whilst you’re hoping - keep your fingers crossed for some lovely sunny
weather!

Miss Cosgrove

Game Design Club is a club
for all years who have an
interest in the world of
coding/game design.
Almost all of us came into
this club with no idea about
code but with Mr
Woodcock's guidance we
have successfully made two
games: Pac-Man and a
multiplayer PingPong game. We are in the process of making a "platformer" game as a
whole group with lots of help from our teacher. The club consists of 15 students and
within this we have: Programmers, Graphic Designers and Sound Engineers. I have really
enjoyed this club and I hope that it starts back up in the next year.

Zac Climpson, Australia

The students have all been working together to
create a video game for the PC. We have a team
of 15 pupils that work on different aspects of the
game project, such as programming, sprite and
graphics designers, and sound designers. The
pupils have been taught the basic mechanics
behind video game development and some of
them wish to take Game Development as a future
career choice.
This term, myself and the pupils have all been
working on one project which is strikingly similar
to Super Mario – a classic platformer which can
still be played today. The students have come up
with dozens of ideas on what to add to it; including
enemies, player abilities, types of levels and
powerups.
We have been developing our games
independently since January. All pupils have been
given a copy of the software to take home with
them to help them become more advanced with
programming, and to get an idea of what is out
there. We have been using Game Maker – a simple
but yet powerful piece of software which is
capable of creating fully immersive games.

Mr A Woodcock
Black Forest

Kenya

Skype calls

Pen pals

German castle trip

Game Design Club



Parklands Pupils Vote to Remain in the European Union
As voters prepared to cast their votes in the EU Referendum, pupils at Parklands
ensured that they too were well informed on the question of whether to remain in
or leave the European Union. As part of the Aspire programme delivered in school,
all year 7 to 9 pupils took part in a series of lessons in order to look at arguments
on both sides of the debate.

On Wednesday 22nd June, pupils were given the opportunity to get a real taste of
voting in the polling station. All pupils registered to vote in their classrooms and
were issued with a polling card.

Pupils then visited polling stations around the school where our GCSE Law pupils
acted as officials, enforcing the rules and manning the electoral register.

Pupils conducted themselves exceptionally well and it was fantastic to hear so many
political debates on the corridors as pupils moved from their classroom to the
polling station. 57.7% of our pupils voted to remain in Europe, whilst 41.8% voted
to leave. Only 0.5% of ballot papers were spoilt. Based on these results, pupils then
had the opportunity to discuss whether they believed they should have a louder
voice in national politics.

Mr Parker

On Thursday 9th June more than 200 pupils
represented their House and competed in the
Annual School Sports Day. The sun shone and the
atmosphere was hot as the whole school came out
to watch the afternoon’s track events. The
competition was fierce as the five houses competed
for those vital points. Unfortunately Europe, South
America and Australasia could not find enough
podium positions, so it was down to Asia to try and
beat the reigning champions Africa. The year 8 boys
along with the year 9 and 10 girls of Asia presented
a strong challenge but not strong enough as Africa
won the day by an impressive 168 points (see the
photo on Africa House page!)
Perhaps the most exciting race of the day though
came at the end as the staff donned their house
colours to compete in a three-legged race. The hours
of practice were clearly (not) evident as the race
began but the staff from South America restored
some House pride with a victory!
Not only were the pupils competing for points to
contribute towards their House total, but they also
had the chance to gain selection for the Parklands
Athletics team. The Athletics team competed in the
Chorley District sports day at Robin Park, Wigan the
following week. More than 100 pupils were selected
and I am pleased to report that they performed
brilliantly, with standout performances from Luke
Chambers, Georgina Ainscough, Emily Taberner, Ben
Hughes, Sophie Stewart and Courtney Woodhead.
When it came to the overall results, Parklands
finished an impressive third.

Sports Day and Chorley District Sports

The victorious
South America team!



Year 7
Ella Woods, Isabelle Curtis, Adam Scott
and Josh Foster competed in the Year 7
Maths Competition at Balshaw’s High
School. There were 10 different schools
competing in the competition. Pupils
had 5 activities to complete with 15
minutes for each activity. Teachers and
parents of each team were watching in
anticipation. The Year 7 Parklands team
came in first place! It was a fantastic
achievement. Congratulations to the 4
pupils, it was an amazing night.

Year 7 and 8 United Kingdom Maths Trust Challenge
60 pupils from Years 7 and 8 competed in the UKMT Challenge on 28th April 2016. Pupils
must answer maths problems in order to win a bronze (51-64 points), silver (65-80 points)
or gold (81+ points) medal. Anyone achieving 113+ points is entered into the Junior
Mathematics Olympiad Challenge which takes place on 14th June.

In Year 8, 3 pupils achieved a gold medal: Bailey McLean, James Waring and Maisie Owen.
11 achieved silver and 8 achieved bronze. The best in year and who has progressed to
the JMO is Bailey McLean. He took part in the JMO on Tuesday 14th June. We are currently
awaiting the result of this challenge.

In Year 7, 2 pupils achieved a gold medal: Joshua Foster and Ella Woods. 4 achieved silver
and 4 achieved bronze. The best in the year is Joshua Foster.

Congratulations to all who took part.

Year 9
Pupils in Year 9 have been taking part in a gifted and talented competition through
Winstanley College. 14 teams entered the competition, that is over 60 pupils. This is an
ongoing competition and so far two of our teams have scored full points in each round.
We wish them the best of luck with this competition and will provide details on the website
when the competition is complete.

Year 11
Two teams of Year 11s competed in the
annual Runshaw Challenge. Pupils had
to complete challenging maths
questions in order to score the most
points and come home with the trophy.

Unfortunately this wasn’t our year,
however the teams did extremely well
and we are very proud of them.
Congratulations on making it to the
challenge.

Year 10
A group of pupils went to Winstanley College for
a talk by Alex Bellos who is a writer for The
Guardian newspaper. Alex has written two
books: ‘Alex’s Adventures in Numberland’ and
‘Alex Through the Looking Glass’. Alex spoke to
pupils about the beauty of mathematics and
where the number system originated. This talk
stimulated the pupils’ mathematical brains to the
point that they bought his book! It was a really
enjoyable experience.

Maths News!



G & T Visit to Liverpool
On the 19th May a select group of year 7 and year 9 gifted and talented students
undertook a trip to Liverpool’s Albert Docks. They visited both The Tate Gallery and The
International Slavery Museum, located in The Maritime Museum. Whilst at The Tate they
were given a guided tour of modern art, starting from the 1800’s onwards. We were
fortunate enough to see a Picasso and examine the many angles and approaches that he
took to his work. The pupils were then free to make their own sketches and impressions.

Following on from that, we walked the short distance to the Maritime museum. The pupils
had a treasure hunt to complete to find key information; we were then shown round by
a very knowledgeable and passionate guide who informed us about historic and modern
slavery. He was very impressed with Parklands pupils, informing me that they had received
the same information that degree students would have received. They were a credit to
themselves.

Miss Halliwell

Holiday Dates for Your Diary 2016 - 2017

Autumn Term

Thursday 1st September, 2016 - school reopens

Friday 21st October - school closed for staff training

Monday 24th October to Friday 4th November (inclusive) - school closed
for half term break

Monday 7th November - school reopens

Thursday 22nd December - school closed (after school)
for Christmas holiday

Spring Term

Tuesday 3rd January, 2017 - school reopens

Friday 10th February - school closed for staff training

Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February (inclusive) - school closed
for half term break

Monday 20th February - school reopens

Friday 31st March - school closed (after school) for Easter holiday

Summer Term

Tuesday 18th April, 2017 - school reopens

Monday 1st May - school closed for Bank Holiday

Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June (inclusive) - school closed for
half term break

Monday 5th June - school reopens

Friday 7th July - school closed for staff training

Friday 21st July - school closed (after school) for Summer holiday



Battlefields 2016
GCSE pupils from year 10 had the opportunity to visit the sites of the major battles of the
First World War as part of the 35th annual Battlefields trip. Pupils and staff travelled on
the overnight ferry from Hull to Zeebrugge, enjoying the fantastic all-you-can-eat buffet
and ship disco.

Day one consisted of a visit to the area around Vimy and Arras and pupils particularly
enjoyed the guided tour of the Wellington Tunnels. A number of impressive VC
presentations were given at the Arras memorial which had been prepared by pupils in
advance of the visit. Following this we spent a day on the battlefields of the Somme.
Pupils had the opportunity to visit the memorial for the Chorley Pals where Mr Gallagher
made an impressive find as part of the Iron Harvest.

The Platoon Experience was a day that pupils will remember forever. Pupils dressed in
the uniforms of the Australian and Tasmanian Devils’ division, including authentic steel
helmets, webbing and a Lee Enfield rifle. After an army breakfast, they were issued the
identities of actual Australian soldiers and followed their route into battle at
Passchendaele. The march ended with a sobering lesson at the world’s largest
commonwealth military cemetery at Tyn Cot, Belgium.

The week concluded in a full day touring the area around Ypres and staff and pupils
attended the ceremony of remembrance at the Menin Gate in the evening. Pupils were
visibly moved and represented themselves and the school with pride.

After a day-off in Bruges where pupils caught up on some home-comforts and did some
shopping, we made our way back on the over-night ferry. Before returning to school the
coach made a final stop at the war memorial on the flag market in Chorley. This memorial
will now carry much more meaning for pupils in the future and we hope that the
memories made will stick with them forever.

Mr Parker

“A thought provoking experience that I really
recommend to everybody.”

Luke Smith - Year 10

“Battlefields was by far the best trip I have
experienced with school. I encourage everybody
to go and gain an understanding of war alongside
great friends. This trip changed my perspective
on everything”

Jess Edwards - Year 10

“A moving experience that wouldn’t have been
the same without the staff. Seeing both British
and Muslim/Indian graves alongside each other
reflected perfectly how racial harmony can come
about in a time of difficulty.”

Aadil Khansaheb - Year 10



Product Design news
Here is our latest news. The Product Design department are still busy encouraging the
creativity and flair within our two popular clubs. Plus other news ……

Product Design Club
We are excited to be involved in the Parklands show ‘We Will Rock You’ - thanks to the
pupils in the club for working hard on making props for the show. The club continues to
encourage pupils to be creative and explore new avenues they may not get chance to do
in class.

Particular commendation goes to Ben Latham and Jamie Glenn with some outstanding
work that far exceeds our expectations for Y8 pupils. Excellent work - well done lads!!!

The Product Design London trip May 2016 was a huge success. We visited the Museum
of Brands, Museum of Packaging and the V&A museum. The pupils were a credit to
Parklands and we hope they found the adventure rewarding. Mrs Sawyer is busily
planning for next year’s trip. Letters have been given out to next year’s Y9 pupils who
have opted for Product Design. Make sure you get your slip back as soon as possible as
there are only 20 places available.

Fashion Club
Fashion Club sees the emergence of some budding young designers working on their own
garments and building key skills within the manufacture of fashion products.

Pupils are encouraged to work independently to build key design and make skills which
will then help them as they progress in Product Design.

Product Design Department achievement award
Outstanding commendation goes to Poppy Charnley in Y7 for outstanding quality of design
work - certificate awarded.
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Survive The Tech Summer Holidays
Online Safety Tips for Parents & Carers

It can be a real juggling act - finding things to do over the summer holidays, keeping
children entertained both at home or while travelling at home or abroad. No doubt
games consoles, tablets and the internet will also feature highly on the child’s things to
do list.

Technology and the internet can sometimes be seen as a nightmare during the break -
visions of children with their heads buried in a phone or tablet. The sunshine blazing
outside but the kids sitting in their rooms playing games on their consoles for endless
hours.

There is of course the positive side as well, long car journeys now fly by for them while
watching the latest movie, airports are no longer viewed as a living hell for parents with
children happily playing on their tablets. So love it or loath it, the internet, social media,
consoles, tablets and games are here to stay. So don't fight it, embrace it – here’s a
couple of tips.

ICE
No, this isn't another challenge where someone is going to throw a bucket of cold water
over you! ICE stands for In Case (of) Emergency. You create a contact in your child's
phone called ICE and have the number as someone who an emergency service worker
- doctor, first aider, etc - can contact. Should your child become ill or injured, blue light
services are trained to look for an ICE contact if they find a mobile phone.

In-App Purchases
Now is a great time to check your parental settings both on your phone and your child’s
devices. We have all heard the horror stories of parents facing huge bills after their
children have quite happily bought 1000's of virtual gold coins not realising that it is
actually costing real money. You can set a block on your child’s phone to prevent them
from downloading any apps which have in-app purchases.

Sharing Photos
We all love sharing photos of days out, picnics or holidays by the pool. However it is
worth thinking how you share these photos and with whom. Consider who you want
to share what with and manage your lists of contacts. For example you can
create a close friends and family list of your Facebook contacts and
share some pictures with a limited group of people, rather than
everyone on your list of contacts – including colleagues, or mere
acquaintances.

Hope you enjoy the holidays – C Slater, Network Manager

(Visit: http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ for further details)

College Taster Days
Year 10 experienced taster days at three different colleges this year: Runshaw, Cardinal
Newman and  Wigan & Leigh. This ensures they get a balanced view of the varied provision
on offer in our local area, once they leave school.

CNC Principal Nick Burnham
photobombing!

Total wipeout at Cardinal Newman!

Runshaw
College

Pupils finding their way
around Runshaw’s campus!


